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either to profit, by pleasing others, or to please them-
selves, by profit.

In 1572, Lord Clinton entertained dramatick ser-
vants, who, as they did little, have left little for the
historian of the stage to record. When the Lord
Clinton died, on the 16th of January, 1584-5, those
servants found shelter probably from some other peer,
who, like him, was ambitious of giving and receiving
the pleasures of the stage.

In 1575, appeared at the head of the Earl of War-
wick's company, Laurence Button, and John Button,
who, as they did not distinguish themselves, cannot be
much distinguished by the historian of the theatre.

In 1575, the Lord Chamberlain had a company of
acting servants: whether William Elderton, and
Richard Mouncaster, were then the leaders of it, is
uncertain: But, Shakspeare was, certainly, admitted
into this company, which he has immortalized more
by his dramas, than by his acting. In 1597, John
Heminges, and Thomas Pope 2, were at the head of
the Lord Chamberlain's servants, who were afterwards
retained by King James; and long stood the fore-
most, for the regularity of their establishment, and the
excellency of their plays.

In 1576, the Earl of Sussex had a theatrical com-
pany, which began to act at The Rose, on the 27th
of December, 1593 ; yet, never rose to distinguished
eminence.

In 1577, Lord Howard had dramatick servants,
who, as they did not distinguish themselves, have not
been remembered by others.

2 Thomas Pope, who is said to have played the part of a
clown, died before the year 1600, adds Mr. Malone, p. 198.
Yet, Pope made his will, which may be seen in the Prerogative-
office, on the 22d of July, 1603; and which was proved ori the
13th of February, 1603-4. He was plainly a man of property ;
who spoke familiarly, in -his will, of his plate, and diamond-rin^s,
which the players generally affected to possess. See this will iu
a future page.